
What were the strategies to tackle worldwide poverty during the last 
decades?

People have always tried to find a way to survive. This was achieved 
through food production and commerce, but also through wars, slavery 
and exploitation. 

It is a relatively new phenomenon in human history that rich countries 
want to fight poverty in other countries. One reason for this is the 
awareness that poverty leads to political instability and that it may have 
a negative impact globally and also therefore on rich countries. At the 
same time, with the technical advancements of the 20th century, the 
eradication of global poverty seemed for the  first time to be possible.

For this purpose different strategies for tackling poverty have been 
used since the end of the Second World War. Many failed, not least be-
cause the nations giving “aid“ often placed their own interests in the 
foreground. The conclusion is that there is no easy recipe to fight pov-
erty and that it can only be fought in collaboration with the countries 
and the people who are affected.


